Gk &k EFH Slaveryand Law — How lawyers thought about slavery

(This article was published in a small booklet called “The Windows of Author's Study (E7TMZ May 2021)” which
infroduces the authors’ thoughts and motives on their planned books. Because the pages given to me by the publisher
was limited, this article focuses only on the problems which stimulated me most. Footnotes are also limited to a minimum,
The full version of the book is coming soon.) Professor Emiritus, Tokyo University Yoshihisa Nomi
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Part 3 Slavery in Virginia: Representing the Southern States
1 History and Geography of Virginia

Virginia is located just south of Washington, DC across the Potomac River. Washington Dulles Intemational Airport, the
gateway to DC, is located in Virginia. On the way to DC from the airport by taxi through the state of Virginia, we can see
the residential areas approaching. My first impression was that Virginia is beautiful and there is more green than in New
York. The British colony of Jamestown in Virginia was established in May 1607. Slightly earlier than Massachusetts Colony
in northem New England. Pocahontas (1595-1617), made famous at least to us Japanese by Disney animation, was a
real native woman of this time. She married an Englishman and went to London, where she died. Regardless of whether
the content of this animation film is true or nat, it is worth while watching the film and experience virtually the atmosphere of
that time. Until the middle of the 17th century, wars with the Powhatan tribe, her native tribe, were repeated, but in the end,
the Virginia colony, which had superior weapons and numbers, won, and the Powhatan tribe virtually disappeared. In this
era, there were already black slaves, but Indian captives were also enslaved. At the time of American independence,
Virginia was the largest colony in terms of population. The southem and eastem parts of the country are predominantly of
British descents, and there were many plantations, such as tobacco cultivation, that employed large numbers of slaves.
The northwestem part (later became West Virginia) was largely populated by German and Irish settlers who were relatively
late settlers. They were smalkscale fammers, and even if slaves were used, the number thereof was small.
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